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 Welcoming all years of Thunderbirds in the San Antonio area 

Presidents Message For April, 2025 

I hope those that made the Blanco Buggy Barn Cruise 

March 1st enjoyed it as much as I did! I reported on it in 

an email Newsletter along with the video’s that Dené 

recorded for us. She did a fantastic job of recording  



 

much of the activity. She and I put together the many 

short videos she took and made one video clip of all of 

them. The Buggy Barn was so pleased with it that they 

asked permission to put it on their Facebook Page and 

I gave them permission to do so. Our usual Wildflower 

Cruise was a bust  this year due to poor weather 

conditions for Wildflowers and 3 fires in the area of 

Texas we were planning on traveling to. Instead, we 

had an enjoyable social luncheon at Alamo Café, Hwy 

281N with a good turnout of 22 members. Below will be 

pix of this event. Enjoy them! 

I am looking forward to the upcoming Activities that the 

Activities Committee have come up with. We will be 

doing some more Cruising out of town and staying in 

town during the Summer heat, enjoying social 

luncheons. Then later in the year we will be hitting the 

road again with our Tbirds! See ya later this month! 

Best Regards, 

Ray Clark 

STTC President   



 

                    Additional Birthdays Steve B 4/13 & Tex L 4/30 



 

 

April 26. Saturday:  Return to Gateway Classic Cars in New Braunfels as 

featured club.  Lunch at Freidman's Store.   

May 17: Saturday Thunderbird Appreciation Day. 10AM-4PM. Northside Ford 

Dealership. 

June 28:  Saturday, Social Luncheon, location TBD. 

July 26:   Saturday, Social Luncheon, location TBD. 

August 23: Saturday, Business meeting to cover club's participation in the 

VTCI convention held in North Texas in September. 10AM, Lunch TBD. 

September 27: Saturday TBD. 

October 25: Possible Cruise to Stonehenge II or return visit to Neon Sign 

Store of John Talbot. 

November 22: Saturday-Christmas Party Location TBD. Bill Taylor KENS5-TV 

Toy Drive dates TBD.  

December- Bill Taylor KENS5-TV Toy Drive dates TBD.  

Additional information will be provided for each event as we approach the 

date for each activity.  

 

  



 



THUNDERBIRD APPRECIATION DAY 

SATURDAY, MAY 17, 2025 

10AM-4PM 

AT 

HOSTED BY NORTHSIDE FORD – SAN ANTONIO 

Owners of Ford’s Thunderbird From Around The World Will Be Sharing Their Iconic Cars With 
The Public on THUNDERBIRD APPRECIATION DAY Saturday May 17th 2025. 
 
Join The San Antonio Tbird Clubs: San Antonio Classic Thunderbird Club (Classic 
Thunderbird Club International (CTCI)) And South Texas Thunderbird Club (Vintage 
Thunderbird Club International (VTCI)) As We Display Our 1955-2005 Thunderbirds, At 
Northside Ford. What A Great Way to Celebrate These Beautiful Cars, Market Benefits 
Of Club Membership, and enjoy some fun and fellowship. Northside Ford will provide  
lunch and drinks. 
 
With Over 4 Million Thunderbirds Produced By Ford Motor Company From 1955-2005, 
It Is Still Not Common To See Them On The Road Today, Even Later Models. 
 
For A Vehicle That Has Been Out Of Production For 20 Years, Their Presence Is Still Felt 
Worldwide. Thunderbird Owners Can Be Found All Over North and South America As 
Well As Japan, Australia, New Zealand, The Middle East and Europe. 
 
Come Meet Thunderbird Owners As They Show Off Their Thunderbirds And See That 
These Automobiles Are “Unique In All The World”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

                   The Rear View   

In lieu of a Wildflower Cruise this year for reasons previously stated, we had an enjoyable 

social luncheon at the Alamo Café on Hwy 281N. It has been a few years since we have been 

there and it was good to return to their well-known restaurant and enjoy the good variety 

of their menu. We were pleased to have new members Lisa & Peter Horst join us briefly and 

complete their STTC Membership application! We also welcome Steve Brown to STTC! 



                     The Rear View   



 

  



 

 



Sources for 2002-2005 Retrobird PCM-ECM-ECU units.  
https://www.fs1inc.com/ford-lincoln-mercury.html?make=96&model=59&year=138 
 
All Computer Resources - 2002 Units 
https://store.allcomputerresources.com/searchresults.html?query=2002+Ford+Thunderb
ird&pp=36&sort=rel&page=1 
 
2005 Units 
https://store.allcomputerresources.com/searchresults.html?query=2005+Ford+Thunderb
ird 
 
FEM & REM Units: Tbird Bob 219-992-0953 tbirdbob.com 
 
FEM & REM Units: Thunderbird Specialties 
https://thunderbirdspecialties.com 
 
Clock Spring Steering Wheel & Turn Signal operation.  
An Internet source: clockspringexperts.com 
Example-2004 Spring 3W6Z14A664AA 
(A clock spring has nothing to do with the Clock!). You can obtain a new one from 
Northside Ford dealership. It is a really tricky thing to do on your own to replace it. A 
mistake could trigger your airbags. A new, reliable Retrobird service source for this is: 
Belden Automotive & Tires 22000 Bulverde Rd, 78259 210-481-3330 and they have other 
locations. Thanks to a possible new STTC Member, James Wedding, who is pleased with 
the quality of their work!  
 
The Emergency Trunk opener. As you know there is no key slot on the Retrobird trunk to 
open it if you need to get to the battery and lost power on the Bird. Right behind the 
Driver’s seat, about 6 inches from the floor is the slot where you put your key into and it 
should open the trunk for you.  
 
Recently, some Retrobird owners have had problems with their windows dropping down 
and not being able to get them back up again. This is probably not the fault of a FEM or 
REM unit but something else. I have found an easy way to fix and reset this and here is 
how you do that. 
The steps to re-alien the windows in a Retro T-Bird are below.  The need to do this is 
whenever the door windows will not go up or down fully. 
        1)  Start the car in Park and keep running. 
        2)  Push the window button down and hold for 4 seconds. 
        3)  Do the same for the up button and hold 4 seconds. 
        4)  Do the same procedure on the opposite door. 
It sometimes takes a couple of tries to get the windows going as they should.  This usually 

happens after battery replacement, or other power interruptions.  It is a simple 

procedure but it works. Courtesy of Stan Andrews & also Tbird Bob! 

  

https://www.fs1inc.com/ford-lincoln-mercury.html?make=96&model=59&year=138
https://store.allcomputerresources.com/searchresults.html?query=2002+Ford+Thunderbird&pp=36&sort=rel&page=1
https://store.allcomputerresources.com/searchresults.html?query=2002+Ford+Thunderbird&pp=36&sort=rel&page=1
https://store.allcomputerresources.com/searchresults.html?query=2005+Ford+Thunderbird
https://store.allcomputerresources.com/searchresults.html?query=2005+Ford+Thunderbird
file:///C:/My%20Stuff/STTC/STTC%20Meeting%20Minutes%20&%20Newsletters/STTC%20Newsletters/2025%20STTC%20Newsletters/www.tbirdbob.com
https://thunderbirdspecialties.com/
http://www.clockspringexperts.com/


 



 

 



 



 

 



 



 

 



  



 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

SOUTH TEXAS THUNDERBIRD CLUB 

VINTAGE THUNDERBIRD CLUB INTERNATIONAL CLUB 

OFFICERS & COMMITTEE DIRECTORS 
 

STTC OFFICERS COMMITTEE DIRECTORS VTCI OFFICERS 

 

President 
Ray Clark 

Newsletter Editor 
Ray Clark 

President 
Bob McNeill 

(210) 875-1411 (210) 875-1411  

Vice-President Auto Technical Advisor Vice-President 
Stan Andrews Ray Clark Vacant 

(210) 296-4726 (210) 875-1411  

Secretary Website Assistance Executive Secretary 
Stan Andrews Ray Clark Jake Wake 

(210) 296-4726 (210) 875-1411  

Treasurer Historian Treasurer 
Danny Varella Marilyn Carron Randy Mattson 

(210) 215-7163   

 Name Tag Coordinator Concourse Director 
 Jerry Cowan Paul Prokop 
   

 Activities Chairman Technical Director 

 Gary Faught Alan Tast 

                  STTC Photographer 
                        Stan Andrews 

 

Publication Director 

  

                 STTC Videographer 
                     Dené Ballantine 

Terri McNeill 

   

Country Store 
  Renea & Scott Steffens 

   

South Central Regional Director 
  Brian Carron 

  

Websites 
www.southtexasthunderbirdclub.com 

 

 www.vintagethunderbirdclub.com  

 

http://www.southtexasthunderbirdclub.com/
http://www.vintagethunderbirdclub.com/




 

 


